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IN THE CLAIMS
| 1-24. (canceled)

25. (pre&iously preeentedJ A method of transmitting
items containing content information to a user terminal and-
reproducing a selected one of said tfansmitted'items at a time
selected by a user of said user terminal, comprising:
| providing a user terminal; i '

transmitting information items to said user terminal,
at least some of said transmitted items containing content
information including at least one of moving images or audio
sound;

at said wuser terminal, reeeiving said - transmitted
items containing content information and assighing access
priorities to said received items;

selecting some of said received items containing
content information on the basis of information representing
said access priorities;

selectively storing said selected items in said user
terminal; |

arranging said stored items of information in an order
according to said access priorities; and

at a user-selected time after storing said selected
items, user selecting one of said stored items and causing said
at least one of moving images or audio sound to be reproduced
from said user-selected item. ‘

26. (previously presented) The method as <claimed 1in
claim 25,' Wherein. said access priority of each said Selected
item is determined by first processing including i) associatihg
with each of said information items <category attribute
information corresponding to a category assigned to the content
information contained in each said information item, said
' category being one of a plurality of categories, ii)
transmitting said category attribute information associated with
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each said transmitted item, iii) using said transmitted category
attr.i_bute information at said user terminal, counting a number
- of times _said transmitté_d items in vea(:h said category are
accessed by a user to obtain count values of said plurality of
categories, and iv)" detérmining said access priorities from said
count values. o |

7 27. (previously ‘presentved)_ The method as claimed -in
claim 25, wherein said access priority of ~each ‘said selected
item is determined by second = processing including i)
assdciating_ with each of said information items -pribrity
attribute information corresponding to a pridrity aSsigned to
the content information contained in each said information item,
said priority. being one of a Aplurali‘ty' of priorities, ii)
transmitting said priority attribute informat_ion'associat‘e'd with
each said transmitted item, and iii) wusing said transmitted
‘priorit'y»' attribute information at said user terminal to
determine said access priority for each said selected item.

28. (previously presented) The method as ciaimed in
claim 25, wherein said access priority of each said selected
‘item is determined by firét processing including i) associating
with each of said information items category attribute
information corresponding‘to a category assigned to the content.
information contained in each said information item, -said
category being one of a plurality of cat_:egories , ii)
transmitting said category attribute information associated with
each said transmitted item, iii) using said transmitted category
attribute information at said user terminal, <counting a number
~of times said transmitted items in each sai..d category are
accessed by a user to obtain count values of said plurality of
categories, and iv) determining said access priorities from said
coﬁnt values and by second processing including i) associating,_
with each of said information items pri-ority attribute
information cofresponding to a priority assigned to the content
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information contained in eanh said infofmation item, said
priority being one of a plurality of priorities, ii)
transmitting said pfiority attfibute information associated with
each said transmitted item, and iii) wusing said transmitted
pridrity attribute information atA said uéér' terminal to
detefmine éaid access'priority for each said selected item.

| 29. (canceled) | l '

30. (previously preéented) A method of transmitting
items containing content information to a user vterminal and
reproducing a selected one of said transmitted items at a time
selected by a user of said user terminal, comprising: '

providing a user terminal; -

transmitting information items to said usér terminal,
at least some of said transmitted  items containing -<content
information including at least one of moving imagés or audio
sound; ,

at said nser terminal, receiving said transmitted
items containing content information and assigning access
priorities to said received items;

selecting some of said received items containing
content information on the basis of information representing
said access priorities; -

selectively storing said selected iténs in said user
terminal; _ ' _ |

deleting at least one of said stored items from said
user terminal in an order beginning with said stored item having
a lowest one of said access priorities; and ”v

at a user-selected time after storing said seiected
items, user selecting one of said stored items and causing said
at least one of moving images orAaudio sound to be reproduced
from said user-selected item. '

31. (previously presented) The method as claimed in
claim 30, wherein said access priority of each said selected
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item is»determined by first processing including i) associating
with»r each of said information items category attribute
.information corresponding to a category assigned to the content
informatioh ~contained in each said information item, - said
category being one of a 'plurality. of categories, ii)
tranémitting said category attribute information associated with
each said transmitted item, iii) using said transmitted éategory'
attribute information at said user terminal, cdunting a number
bof times said transmitted items in each said category are
accéssed'by a user to obtain count values of said plurality of
categories, and iv) determining said access priorities frombsaid
count values. A

32.,(pre&iously presented) Thé.information'processing
method as claimed in claim 30, wherein said access priority of
each said selected item is determined by second prbcessing
'includihg' i) associating with each of said information. items
priority attribute ihformation corresponding to a priority
. assigned to the content information -contained in eéch said
information item, said priority being one of a plurality of
‘priorities, ii) trahsmitting said priority attribute information
associated with each said transmitted item, and iii) using said
transmitted priority attribﬁte information at said user-terminal'
to determine éaid access priority for each said selected item.

33. (previously presented) The information processing
method as claimed in claim 30, wherein said access priority of
each said selected item is determined by first processing
including . i) associating with each of said information items
._ category attribute information corresponding to a category
assigned . to the content information contained. in each said
information item, said category being one of a plurality of
categories, ii) transmitting said category attribute information
associated with each said transmitted item, 1ii) wusing said
transmitted category . attribute information at said user
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terminal, counting a number of times said transmitted items in
each said category are accessed by a user to obtain count values
of said plurality of categorieé, and iv) determining said acoess
priorities from said count values and - -second processing-
inciuding i) associating with each of said information items
priority attribute .information .corresponding‘ to a priority
.assigned to the content information: containéd_'in' each said
information item, said priority' being one of a plurality of
priorities, ii) transmitting said priority attribute information
associated with each said transmitted item, and iii) using -said
transmitted priority attribute information at said user -terminal
to determine said access priority for each said selected item.

34. (canceled) 7 . o |

35. (currently amended) An information reoeiving
apparétus operable to receive transmitted items containing

content in—feormation—information and to reproduce a selected

one of said transmitted items at a time selected by a user,
comprising: v '

a receiver operéble to receive items containing
content information transmitted to said information. reéeiVing
apparatus; . _
' a controller operable to select some of said received
items, said selected items containing content information
including at least one of moving images or audio sound, séid
selected items being selected on the basis of information
representing access priorities for respective ones 'of said
selected items; o '

an information 'storing_ unit operable to selectively
store said selected items; and

_ an information forming unit operable to arrange each
of said stored items in an order according . to said accessb

" priorities,
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said controller being fﬁrther operable  to permit a
user _to select one of said stored items containing content
- information at a user—seiected time after storing said user-
selected item and to cause said-at least one of moving images or
audio sound to be reproduced from said user-selected item.

_36. (currently amended) The information receiving
apparatus as claimed in claim 35, wherein said access priority
of each said selected item is determined by first processing
including i) associating with each of said information items
cétégory‘-attribute information cdrresponding to a category
assigned to the content information contained in each said
information item, said category being one of a ~pluraiity“ of
categories, ii) tfansmitting said'categofy attribute information
associated with each said  transmitted item, iii) using said

transmitted category attribute information at said user

ferminatinformation receiving apparatus, counting é number of
times said transmittedvitems in each said category are accessed
by a user to obtain count values of said plurélity of
categories, and iv) determining said access priorities from said
-count values. | |

37. (currently amended) The information receiving
apparatus as claimed in claim 35, wherein said access priority'
‘of each said selected item is determined by second processing
including 1i) associating' with each of said information items
priority attribute information corresponding to a priority
assigned to the content information contained in each said
information item, said priority being one of a plurality of
priorities, ii) transmitting said priority attribute information
associated with each said transmitted item, and iii) using said
transmitted priority attribute information at said user

terminalinformation receiving apparatus to determine said access

priority for each said selected item.
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38. (éurrently amehded) The - information . receiving
apparatus as. claimed in claim 35, wherein said éccess_priority
of each said selected item is determined by first proceséing
including i) associéting'Awith each of said information itemsv
catégory attribute information corresponding "to a category
assigned to the content information contained in each said
'information item, said category being one .of a plurality of
categories, ii) transmitting said category attribute information
associated with each said transmitted item,- iiif} using said
transmitted category attribute information at said user

fermimatinformation receiving apparatus,, counting a number of

times said transmitted items in each said category are accessed
by a wuser. to obtain count values of,~said plurality of
categories, and iv) determining said access priorities from said
count values and said second processing including i)vassociating
withA each of said information items priorityl attribute
infbrmation.correspoﬁding to a priority assigned to the content
information contained in each said_'infofmation item, said
priority Dbeing one of. Ha plurality - of priorities, ii)
transmitting said priority attribute information associated with
each said transmitted item, and iii) wusing . said transmitted

priority attribute information at said user—termimnatinformation

receiving apparatus to determine said access priority for each
said selected item.

39. (canceled)

40. (currently amended) An information réceiving
apparatus' 6perable to receive transmitted -items cohtaining

content imn—fermatieninformation and to reproduce a selected one

of said transmittedv items at a time selected by a user,
comprising: ' '

a _receivef operable to receive items containing
"content information transmitted to said information receiving

apparatus;
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a controller operable to.select some of-éaid received
items, said selected items containing content information
including at least one of moving images or audio sound, said
selectéd items being selected on a basis of information
representing aécess ‘priorities for respective omnes of said
seleéted items; and

an information storing unit operable to selectively

store said selected items, _
' wherein said controller is further operable to delete
at 1east-one of said stored items in an order beginning with
said stored item having a lowest one of séid access priorities
andte—and to permit a user to select one of said storéd items
containing contentA information at a user-selected time after
storing said useér-selected item and to cause said at leaét one
of moving images or audio sound to be reproduced from said user-
selected item. |

41 . (currently  amended) The information receiving
apparatus as claimed in claim 40, wherein said access-priority
of each said selected item is determined by first processing
-including i) associating' with each of said information items
category attribute information corresponding to a category
assigned to the content information contained in each said
“information item, said category being one of a plurality of
categories, ii) transmitting said category attribute information
associated with each said transmitted item, iii) using said
transmitted category attribute information at said wusex

terminal-information receiving apparatus counting a number of

times said transmitted items in each said category are accessed
by a user "to obtain count values of said plurality of
categories, and iv) determining.said access priorities from said
count values. ‘
42. (currently amended) The information receiving
apparatus as claimed in claim 40, wherein said access priority
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of each said sélected item»ié determined by second processing
includihg i), associating with each of said information items
priority attribute information corresponding to a priority
assigned to the _content information contained in each ‘said'
information item, said priority beihg one of a plurélity"of
priorities; ii) transmitting:saidvpriority attribute information
associated with each said transmitted item, and iii) using said
transmitted 'priority' attribute information at said waser

terminatinformation receiving apparatus to determine said access

priority for each said selected item.

43 . (currently amended) The information - receiving
apparatus as claimed in claim 40, wherein said access priority
of each said selected item is determined by first proceSSing-
including i) associating with each of said information items
category attribute information corresponding to a categéry
assignéd to the content ‘information contained in _each said
information item, séid category being one of a plurality of
categqries, ii) transmitting said category attribute information
associated with each said transmitted item, 1iii) using said
transmitted category attribute information at said user

ferminal-information receiving apparatus counting a number of

times said transmitted items in each said category are accessed
by a user to obtain count values of said plurality of
categories, and iv) determining said access priorities from said
count values ' and second processing including i) éssociating
with each of said information items priority attribute
informatidn.corresponding to a priority assigned to the content
information contained in each said information item, said
"priority being oner of a plurality of priorities, ii)
transmitting said'priority'attribute information associated with

each said transmitted item, and iii) wusing said transmitted

' priority attribute information at said user—terminaltinformation

10 .



Application No.: 09/812,163 . Docket No.: SONYJP 3.0-147

receiving apparatus'to determine said access priority for each

said selected item.

44 . (canceled)
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